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DEAR V filencg and caſing to preſent _ your © Ma 


jslty our bumble thoughts and "defires ictths tithe 

I 8 2t common dapger to Religion, to your Maicfiies 

; racred peripn, your Crowne and Poffericy! and to 

| ' al your Majettics Nomipions, wert I amp ity. A- 
ozind God , upthapkelulacfſc and difloyalty agaiziſt your Maſt 
ity,.and indiret 2pprobation and hardning of the Adverſaries 
of i1y þ and peace ip tbeir wicked wayes,'and cruelty agaititt 
Qar beetdargn, lying 1 in ſack depths of atllFion and" angaiſh of 
ſpigis- Any one of which crimgs werediun, above all others; un- 
exculable, and w on, proyeus malt unyorthy of thetruft tOmM- 
mitced unto us. The flame of this conimon combuſtion hach al 
molt deyqured Jrelpnd, is now walting the Kingdom! of Ez Weil 

and we cannottehl how {oone 1t Gall enter upon our ſelves 

this your Advj:ftics moſ} ancient &native Kingdom on fi; deft 
this wotull caſe & lamenrable.condition af Jn Majeſtizs Ds: 
gpiyop al ochersſhould. be filentgit.behoveth us co lpeake; afid 
opgues and Penns ſhould ceaſe, opr Conferences within 

n —_— cry, gut, and the tonesin the {treets would anſiyer us.” 


A 2 '- > Our 


"ol 
_ | (2) | h 
.- Our ms griefe and apprehenfion of 'danger is not a Jitile 
Increaſed, partly by the infolency 'and preſumption of Papilts 
and others diſaffeted tothe Reformation of Religion; who al- 
though for their number and power they be not coutiderable 
amongſt us, yet throngh the ſaccefſe of the Popiſh party ia 1-e- 
land, and the hapes they: conceive of the prevailing power of 
Popiſh Armies, andthePrelauicall FaQion-in Fugland, they 
have of latetakei ſpitit,; and begunto Tpeak big words againtt 
the Reformation of Religion,andthe work of God in this Landy 
y , and more principally, that a chiefe praiſe of the 
nt Religion ( and thereby our not vaine , but juſt glori- 
ation) is by the publique Declaration of the Earle of Newcaſt/:, 
Generall of .Y our Majo{tizs Forces for the Northerne parcs, aad 
nearef{ unto us, transferred -uato Papiſts., Who although they 
be ſworn Enemies unto Kings, and be as infamous for their trez- 
ſons and Confpiracies againſt Princes and Rulers, as for their 
knowne Idolatry and fpirituall Tyranny ; yet are they openly 
declared to be not onely good SubjeRts , or better Subjeds, bur 
farre better SubjzeAs: then Proteftants, which is a few and fuule 
diſparapement of the reformed: Religion, a notable injury to 
your ajrfty in your honor,a ſenfible refletion upon the whole 
body:of this Kingdeme, which is impatient that"any ſubje&s 
-fhadd be more loyal then they;but abhorreth 8&<extreamly dif- 
daineth'that Papiſfs who refuſe to take the Oath of Allegiarce, 
ſhould becompared with them in allegiance &fidelity,&( which 
beinga ſtringeDoArine from the mouth or pen of profeſſee Pro- 
teſtants)wil ſuffer a hard conſtru&ion from al thereformed Kirk. 
. . Weetherefore Your Majeſties moſt humble and loving Sub- 
jeRs, upon theſeand the like conſiderations,doe humbly intreat, 
that Your Majeſty may be pleaſed in Your Princely wiſedome, 
Firſt to conſider, that the intentions of Papiſts direQed by the 
principles of their Profeſſion are no other then they have beene 
from the beginning , even to build their Babe/t, and to ſet up 
their-execrable Idolatry and Antichriftian Tyranny in all Your 
Majeſties Dominioas,to change the face of your two Kingdoms 
of Scotland and England into the fimilitude of miſerable 1re- 
land: which is more bitter to the People of God, your Majeſties 


good 
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good Subje&s tothinke upen, then death;2nd-whatſocver their 
preſent pretences be for the delence of Y our. M:jeſtics Perſon, 

; yer inthe endby their Ames and Power , with 
a difplayed-Bannge,/ to bring thatto paſſe- againſt Your Royall 
Perſon and Poſteriey; whichche frth of November (never to be 
forgotten ) was not able by eheir ſubtill and nndermining trea- 
ſon to produce z 'or Which will be their graateſt mercy ,to reduce 
Your Majetty aad Your Kiogdomes to.the-kifferan} unnatural! 
ſlivery of their: Monarch the Pope. { 

And next, that Your Majefty upon this undeniable evidence, 
may timouſly , and ſpeedily apply:your Royall Authority fur 
disbanding their Forces, ſuppreſling their power, and difap- 
pointingtheic bloody-and mercilefſe projeCte. 

Andtor this end we arewith' greater earneftnefſe then before 
conſtrained, to fall downe Kaine before your Majelly, and in 
all humility to renew the {application of the late generall Af- 
ſembly , and our owne former Petition.in their name, for unity 
of 'Religion, and foruniformity of Church government, in all 
yout Mijefties Kingdomes,$ to this effe& for a meetivg of ſome 
Divines to be holden in England; unto which according to the 
Jdelireof your Majelties Parliament ſome Commiſſioners may 
be ſent from this Kirke, that in all points to be proponed and 
tcbated, theremay bethe greater conſent and harmony. Wee 
takethe boldnefſeto be the: more /inſtant. in this our humble de- 
tire, becauſe it concerneth the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſo much in his 
glory, your Majeſtie in your Honour, the Kirke of England 
(which wee onght to teader as our owne bowells, and whoſe 
reformation is more deare untous, then our lives) in her happi- 
nefſe, and the Kirke of :$Scor/andin her purity and peace; former 
experience, and daily ſenſe teachingns, that without the refor- 
mation of the Kirk of England, there is no hope or poſlibi.ity of 
the continuance 6f- reformation here. | 

The Lord of Heavenand Earth , whoſe Vice-gerent Your 
Majeſty is, callech for this great worke of Retormation at 
Y our hands, and the preſent commotions and troubles of your 
Mjefties Dominions, are either preparation in the mercy of 
Gad for this blefſed reformazion.and Unity of Religion(which 
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is the deſire, prayer, ane expectation of: 4ll- Yeur- Ma jeſticg 
goud Subjertts ir this. Kingdom)ov which. tley: weambletarbioh 
upon , aut earneſthy! doprecate x + are-im tha Juſtice: 04 Goo fox 
theabulcof t he Goſpell, "the voltrating of Ligle6ry, andiluper- 
Ricon againft ſacleare a light, and nowachoprdedging the-day 
of vitation, thetbeginaing of ſack a dulctull. defolation, 36 10 
policy or powerof args thall be ableto prevents, apd 22 (hatl 
_ make Your Majeltite *Kingdomes within a ſyort the agiwiierar 
ble, 2s they may be happy by areformatian of Religion. God 
forbid , that whitft the Houkes ot Paxliament doe profeffecheir 
defire of the reformation of religion , ina peaccable and Parti» 
amemary way, and paſſe their Bitls far that eng inthe particuy 
larsthat Your MajeRty,the Nurſo-Father of the Kirk of Chriſt, 
(oO whote care the cuſtody and vindicatian -af region doih 
principally belong,(ball,to the provoking of the angerat Gad, 
the ſtop ping of the influence of ſa many blefliings from Heaven, 
and the grieving of the hearts of all the godly, fruſtrate our 
expe&ation, make our hopes aſhamed. and: hazard the Joffe of 
the hearts of all Your good Subje&s, which newt unto the tiu;h 
and unity ofreljgion,and the ſafety of Your Kingdomes, are wil- 
ling to hazzard their lives, and ſpend their bloud for Your Ma- 
jeltiz8 Honour,and Happineſfſe. + ': 

We are not ignorant rhat the worke is great the difficulties 
and impediments many, and that there be buth Mountaines 
and Lions in the way : the (trongelt let, rill it be taken out ot the 
way, is the Mountaine of Pre/acy, and no wonder it Y our Majes 
tty conſider how many Papilts, and Popiltly affeRed,haxe for a 
long tine found Peace and caſe under the {havow Cereof , how 
many of the Prelaticall Faftion have thereby their life and bc» 
ing ; how many prophane and worldly men «oe feare the yoake 
of Chriſt ? and are unwilling to ſubmit thendelves to the obedt- 
ence of the Goſpeli2and how many there he whole eyes arc dag 
ied with the external! pompe and glory of the Kirke , whoſe 
mindes are milcerried with a conceipt :of the goyerningot the 
Kirke by the rules of humane policy, and whoſe hearts are af- 
ſ-ighted wirh the apprehenſions of the dangerous conlequences 


which may en{ue upon alterations. -Bat whey Y.our worry iu 
; our 
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Your Princely and Religious Wiſednme, flull remembertrom 
the Recards offfomner.times, how againiithe gatesvitdell, che 
fares and fragde at warldlpaud wickedimesi,) and all Panicke 
feares of danger, .the Ghriſftian Religion wesritplanted, mand 
the Chriftian'Kinke phematier zeformeds and dram Theeandi- 
tian af the preſeattimes, how many fegm the experience ofrhe 
tyranny of Pro/ates are afraid io dilcever thranfives,, delt they 
be revenged upon them hareatior 2 wheres Pre/aryboing rem 3- 
vedchey 2 Piel ror 4 what they are, and jI5ynaewith 
others in the way of Retormatian»s AH abftadkes and dimtii-altirs 
ſhall beþut matter of the maniſeRation af the power of God, 
the principal worker g and che meanes of che greaterglory to 
Your Majcfty che primeintruments 

Theintermixtuce of the Government of Pre/ates, with the 
civill tate, mentioned in Your Majeſties Anſwer to our former 
Petition, being taken away,and the right government by Afſern - 
blies, which is to bee ſeene in all cheretermed. Kirkcs , and 
wherein the agreement will: be eaſe, being fertded y the Kirk: 
and Religian will be more pure and free of mixrure, andthe civil 
Government more ſound and firme;that government of the kirk 
muſt ſuit bet with the civill tate, and be moſt uſefull for Kings 
and Kingdoms,which is beſt warcanted by God,by whom Kixys 
doe raigne, and Kindomes areeſtabliſhed.: Nor can a refor- 
mation be expe&ed jn the common and otdinary wry, expeſſcd 
alſo in Your Majefties Anflwerzthe wiſeſt and moſtreligious Prin- 
ces have found it impoſſible , and implying a repugnancy, fince 
the Perſons to be retormed, and the reformers mult be divers, and 
the way of reformation matt be different from the cortupt way, 
by which defe&ion of workemen, and corription in Do&rine, 


worſhip,and government, have entred into the Kirke. Suffer ns- 


therefore, dread Soveraigne, to renew our Petitions for this u- 
nity of religion, and uniformity of Kirke overnevent , and for 
a meeting of ſome Divines of both Kingdomes who may pre- 


pare matters for Your Majeſties view , and for the examination. 
*and approbation of more full afſemblies ; The Nationall afſem- 


bly of this Kirke,from which we have our Commiſſion, did pro- 
miſe 1 their thokesgiviog , for the many favours cxprefſed in 


Your 
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we cand6e ao ent eh 5 -— po i 
Peg mart and dif 
celſe;bo 


quieted;” with'rhe late Tepores of che ſa 


|dnefſcand Acengeh of Popiſh forces in 1re/a»d and Zug - 


land, rand how mtich 
bloudy Enemies i3ja 


from kepower off6 malicicusa 
petites, the Religion and Peace: of 
this Kirke and King me, conceived by thermo be'the ſpring 
whence have ifſued all their calamiries and miſeries : Which we 
- bambly.remonftrate co Your Majefly as a neceſſity requitinga 
generall Aſſembly, and ds eartieſify ſupplicatefor the preſence 
-and alfiftanceof 'Your- Mijefties Coun loner at che day tobe 
appointed , that bywniverſalf conſent of the whole = fs, the 
beiticourſemay be taken for the preſervation of Religion,” and 
:for the' viertingof che greart' wrath which! they TDs Getohs 
immintnc to this Kingdoms IF it (hidlt Meats OL 2 in} bot 
hand isthe hear fthe King, as the rivers of witets, Ja 
. whitlier ſoeverhe will, - ro: incline Your M3jeſties h eatt ro this 
throughreformation, no more to tokrare the Maffe;or any part 
ot romilh ſaperſtition;ortyranny andro gre all s call po 
-meanes beatedfor alivegiiderfion of Your Princely Conſe t 
'Queenes MajzRty( which is alf6 the tumble de Mn ty whole 
-Kickeand Kingdom) ) Yoar Joynt comforts ſhalt be muſe5 any 
above the dayes of Youraflii&ion;to Your Yor dy Y 3 "You 
glory.(halifhine in brightacfſe; above-all Your royal! Prog geni- 
tors.totheadmication-of theworld And the terro w, Your Eo 
ues; and Y cnt: Kingd6fiies 'ſo farreabound rigbrecuſneſſe, 
Peaceiand Profi pericyzabove all thathath beene'tn former Gene: 
rations,that they ſhall ay; ; ft 45 goal ey 9s 'that 'wee hav c beene 
I? 69 = 
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His Majeſties Anfwer ton late Petition 
preſented unto Him by the hands of Alexander 


Henderſ», fromyhe Commisſianers of the generall 
= ' Afembly of the Church'of Scotland. 
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*S 


, 
\v 
VN” P We intended to havegiven ananſwer, as ſoon as 
\ V-; Wee had tranfated: the buſineſſe with the other 

PEE Commilſtioncrs addrefled to us from the Conſerya- 
tors of the Ticaty of that our Kingdom, But finding the G@me to 
be publiſhed in Print,and to be diſperſed throughout Our King- 
dom, to the great danger of Scandalling of.'Our well-affeQed 
SuabjeAs, who may interpret the bi:rernefle and fharpeneiſe of 
ſome Expreflions not to'be fo agrecableto that regard and Reve= 
rence which is due to our Perſon,and the matter it ſelfe to be re- 
proachfull to the honour and conſtitution of this Kingdom, We 
have beene compelled the more trialy'tocxamine as well the 
Authority of the Petitioners, as'the' matter of the Petition it 
ſclfe,and to publiſh Our opinion of both, that Qur SubjeRts of 
both Kingdomes may {ce how equally; juſt, and fenfible Weare 
of the Luawes and Honour of beth Our Kingdomes. 

And firſt,u>0n perulall of the Petition, We required to ſee the 
Commiſſion by 'which the mefſenger who brought this Petiti- 
on, or the perſons Who {cnt bim, are qualified:tomntermedic in 
Afaires fo forraignz'to their Juriſdiion, and of ſu-great con- 
cornment to this Our Kingdom ef England. Vpen Examination 
whereof, and in defence of the Lawes and Government cf this 
OurKiingdom,wbich We arctruited and fworn todefend, W e 
muſt-profefſethat the Pcritioners, or- the generall Aſſembly of 
Our Church of Scotland bave not the leaſt Authoricy or Power 
to intermeddle or interpoſ2 in the Aﬀiires of this Kingdome or 
Church, which are ſetled and eſtabliſhed by the proper Lawes 
of this Land, and till they be altered by the ſame competent po - 
wer, cannot be cnveighed againft without a duc ferce of Vs and 
this Nation,much lefſe can they preſent any advice or Declarati- 
on to Our Houſes of Parliament againſt the ſame, oi to that ws 
poſc 


hands of Mr. Alexunder Henderſon, To the which 


WE E reccived lately a Petition from you, by the 
a 
p/ 


yole to ſend any letters,as they haye now Cone, to any Miniſters 


on} by conſcnting to all Bills for the rayſing of mony for the 
| s fa; ; 


of Our Church here,who by the Lawes of this Land cannot cor- 
reſpend againſt the ſame, Therefore We dos belicye that the Pe- 
titioncrs, when they ſhall confider how unwarranted it is by the 
Lawes of that Kingdom, md how contrary it is to the Lawes of 
this,to the profeſſions they have made to each other, and how 
becomming in it ſelfe for them to require the ancient, happy and 
eſtabliſhed government of the Charch of England to be altered, 
and conformed to the Laws and conſtitutions of another Church 
will find themſelves mifled by the information of ſome faRions 
perfons here, who would willingly ingage the Petitioners to fo- 
ment a difference and diviſion betweene the two Kingdomes, 
which Wc have with lo much care 8nd induſtry endeavoured to 
prevent,not having labour d more to quench the combultion in 
this Kinzdom, then We have to hinder the like from either de- 
vouring Ireland, or.entring into Scotland, which if all others 
will equally labour,will undoubtedly beavoyded. Bur We can- 
not ſo caſily paſſe ovcr the mentien of Ircland, being mov*d to it 
by ſcandalous Aſperſions, that bave bin often calt upon Vs r 
en that Subjcet, and the uſe that hath bin made of the woetulſ 
diſtraRions of that Kingdom, as of a Seminary of feares and jea- 
louſies to beget the like diſtraQtionin this,and (which leaſt they 
may have farther influence) Wee arc the more willing to make 
Our Innocence appeare in that particular, 

W hen firlt that horrid Revellion began, Wee were in Our 
Kingdome ef Scotland, and the ſenſe We had then of it, the ex- 
prefſions We made concerning it, the Commiſſions ( togethee 
with ſome other Aſſiſtance) We ſent immediatly into that KkiDg=- 
dome, and the inſtant Recommendation We made of it ts beth 
O-:r Houſes of Parliament in England, are known to all perſons 
of quality there and then abeut Us. After Our return into Eng- 
land,Oaur ready concutring to all the deſires of both Houſes that 
might moſt ſpcedily reprzfſe that Rebellion, by pasfing the Bill 
of pre os and 1n It a clauſe which quirted a Right challenged 
by all, and cnjoyced by many of Our Predecefſors, by parting 
with Our Rights in the Lands eſchcated to Us by that Rebelli- 
on, for thecncouragement of Adventurers, by emptying of Our 
Magazines of Armcsand Ammunition for that ſervice ( which 
We have ſince needed for Our neceflary defence and preſervati- 
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fame, though containing unuſuall Clanſes |} which truſted both 
Houſes without Vs with the matter of diſpoſing it, Our often 
preſſing Both Houſes, not to negleR that Kingdom, by being di- 
yerted by Confiderations arid Diſputes leflc concerning both 
Kingdomes , Our offer of raifing 1 0000, Voluntiers to bee ſent 


thither, and our ſeverall Off:rs to engage Our own Royall Per-, 


ſon in the ſuppreſſion of that horrid revcllion, are no lefle known 
to all this Nation, then Our perpetuall carneſtnefle by our For- 
raign Miniſters to keep all manner of fupplics from being tran» 
ſported for the relicfe of the Rebells, is known to ſeverall nei- 
bouring Princes. Which if all Our Subj<as will conſider, and 
withall how many of the men, 2nd how much of the money rai- 
ſed for that end, and how much Time, Care and Induſtry have 
been diverted from that employment,and imployed in this un- 
naturall War againſt Vs, (the truc cauſe of the preſent miſery 
and want which Our Brittifh' Armies there doe now endure) 
they willfoon free Vs from al thoſe Imputations fo ſcandalouſly 
and groundlefly laid upon us, and impute the continuance of the 
Combuſtion of that miſerable Kingdom, the danger it may biting 
upon our Kingdoms of England and Scotland , and the begin- 


ning of this dolcfull defolation, to theſe who are truly guilty 


of it, 

For unity in Religion : which is defired, We cannot but an- 
[wer, That We much apprehend leaſt the Papiſt may make ſome 
advantage of tbat expreſſion, by continuing that ſcandall with 
more Authoricy, which rhey have ever heretofore uſed to caft 
upon the Reformation , by irterpreting all the differences in 
Ceremony, Government, or indifferent opinions between ſe» 
verall Prorcftant Churches, to be diff:rences in Religion ; And 
leaſt our g6041 SubjcAs of Engl:ind, who have ever eſteemed 
themiely:s of the farac Relizion with you, ſhould ſuſpett them- 
ſc'es to be cleemed by you to bee of a contrary. And that the 
Re-(igton which they and their Anceſtors have held ever (ince 
the > \-(]cf Reformation, and in and for which they are refol- 
ved t© 4ve, is tzxed and branded of Falſehood or Iiifufficiency, 
by ſach a 4chre, ; 

For uniformity in Church Cov:rnment, We conceiv'd the 
Anſwer formerly given by Vs to the for ver Petition in tl. is ar 
gument, would havc \ tisfed the Petitioners, and 15 fo full, that 
We Can adde lirtleto it, viz, That the Government hire ſtablie 
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fred by the bawes, hath ſo neer avelation and intermixture with th: 
Cll State ( which may be wnknows tothe Petitioners ) that till © 
a compoſed diſgeſted forme be preſented to ur, upon a free debatt of 
beth i auſcsin a Parllament gryway; whereby the conſent anfappro-- 
bation of this whale Kingdonme maybe had, end Wee, and all Our ' 
Subjetts may diſcerne, what is to bt left in, or browght in, arwell as 
what is to be taken away, We ky w not how to tonſont to ay.y altera- 
tion, otherwiſe then to ſnch an Atl for the eaſe of tend: y ({,onſeien- 


ces in the matzer of Ceremonies, 4s We bave often offered ; and that \ 
rhys, ard any thing elſe that may congernp:the Poace :fthe- Chit ch, r) 
and the. Advancement of Gods tree #-ficlen may be ſoberdy difcnſ(*. % 
ſed, and happily effeRed.;, We bave form:rly offered, and ave fts/l m1 
willing that debates of that nat mre m4y be enterd into by. a Syd of 8 


Godly and. Learned Divines, to be regularly choſen according to 


the Laws and Cuſtoms of thu K jngatm. Too which Weſhallbe wil 
ling that ſome Mened Dinige, of our Charch of Stolgpd bee likg- 
wiſe ſent, to be preſent, and offer aud debate their Reaſous,. With 
this Anſwerche, Pctitioucrs bad great reaſon to.acquiſce, with- 
out enlarging the matter of their former Petition onely with 
bitter, expresſions .agiioſt the Eltabliſhed Governgment, and 
Laws of the'r neighbour Nation, (as1f it were contrary to. the 
word of Ged ) with whom thcy have fo latcly entred into 2 
firi& Amity and Friendſhip., | EY. 
Bat We.cannotenapgh wonder, that the. Petitioners:(hogld 
interpoſe theanſclucs , pot aaly as fi: DireRors and Judges be- 
tw.ealls and Our two. Houſcs of: Parliament , in Bulineſſe o 
wholly concerning the Peace anu Governement of this Our 
Kingdo ne, anJ in a matter ſo abſolutely entruſted ro Us, as 
what new L1ws to conſent or nat to conſent to ; But ſhould af- 
fume and pnbliſh, That the deftre of Reformation in this King= = 
done is in a peaccable and Yarliamentaty way, When all the 4 
W 0:14 may know, That the proceedings bere, have beene and | 
are not only contrary to all the rules and precedents of former 
P,tliaments, but detirudtive to the Freedome, Priviledge, and 
Dignity of Parlizments themfelucs ; That We were fitit driven 
by tu rulcs, for the ſafety of Our life, from Our Citics of Lon. 
dn and W. ffminſter, and have ben ſince purſucd, fought with- 
2]1, and arc now kepr from thence by an Army rayſed, as is Pre- 
tended, by the two Houſes, which conſiſt net of the fourth part 
of the number th:y ought to doc, the reſt beirg cither driven 
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from thence by the ſame violence, or expelld or-impriſoned t5 
not egalcnting to the Treaſons and nnheard, of Infolencics pra- 
&iſedagainlt Us; And if the Petitioners cell believe theſe pro- 
cecdings to-bein a peaceable Parliamentery way,they-were ve- 
ry unacquiinted with the Order and conſtitution of this King» 
domes and not [ov fit inſtrumeatrs to pro:nots that Reformation 
and Pcacs they ſceme to delire, 

We cannot beleeve the Intermixture of the preſent Ecclcſia- 
&icall Goyexnment with the Civill State, to be other then a ve= 
ry good reaſon, and that the government of the Church ſhould 
be by:the rules of humane policy, to be other chen a very good 
rule; unleſt: ſome other goverament wereas well pioved as 

rctended: tobe better warranced by God, 

Of any. Billsoff-rd Us fir Reformation , Wee ſhall not not 
now ſpe; ke, they beipg apart of thoſe Articles upon which We 
have offered and expe& to Treat; But cannot but wonder by 
what auchority you prejudg Oar Judgmeat herein, by denoun- 
cing Gods anger upon Us, ani Our hazard of the loſe of the 
hearts of all Our goed Subjects, if We conlcnt not unto them. 
Te influence of fo many bleſitngs from heaven upoa the regns 
of 2 1cen Elizabath, and Our father of blefled memo-y, and tho 
ackawwl:dgment of them by all Proteſtant Churches to have 
been carefvll Nurſes of the C wrch of Chrift, and to have cxcel- 
teatly diſcharged their dutics in the cuſtody and vindication of 
Rcehigion, and the affetton oftheir Subjeds to them, doe laffici- 
ently aflure Vs, that We ſhould neither top the inflacnce of 
(ach Bleffiags, norgrieve the hearts of all the godly, nor hazard 
the Loſle of the hearts of Our goo Su5jeRs, althouzh Wee till 
maintain in this Kingdom the fame eftibliſhe Eccleſiiſticall go- 
vernment, which flouriſht in their times, and under their ſpeci- 
all Prote&ion, 

Wee doubt not but Our Subj:s of Scotland will reſt aboun- 
dantly fatisfed with fuch alterations in tncir owne Clurch as 
We have afſent:d unto, and not be periwaid<d by a mcer Ail-rti. 
' on; that there is no hope of the continuance of what tis there 
ſetled by Law, unl=fle that be likewiſe altered which is ſerted 
here 3 And Our Subjeas of England will never d-part from 
their dutifull affeAton to U,, for not conſenting to new Laws, 
which by the law of the Land, they k1ow, We may as juſty re- 
je&if We approve not of them, as cither Huuſe hath power to 
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pr epare for, or both to propound to Vs. Nor are you a little mj. 
ſta ken if cither you believe the generality of this Nation to defire 
a Change of C:urch-government, or that moſt of thoſe who de- 
fire it, defireby it to introduce t bat which you onely eſteeme a 
Reformation, but are as unwilling to what;you call the yoke 
of Chrift and obedtence t.> the Goſpell, as theſe whom you cal 
prophanc and worldly men, and ſo cqually averſe both to Epif- 
copacy and Presbytery, that if they ſhould prevaile inthis par- 
ticular, the abolition of the anc would be no let to the other, 
nor would your hearts be lefle gricved, your expeRtations lefle 
fruſtrated, your hopes lefſe aſhamed, or your Reformation more 
ſecured. And the Petitieners, upon due conſideration, will not 
find themſclves lefle miſtaken in the goverament of all the Re- 
formed Church-s, which they ſay is by Ademblics, then they 
arc in the beſt way of a Reformation,” which ſurc is beſt tobe in 
a common and ordinary way, where the paſſion or intereſt of 
particular men may not impoſcupon the publique, but alteration 
be then only made, when, upon calme Debates, and evident and 
Cleare R-alon and convenicnce,the ſame (hall be generally con» 
ſented to for the peace and ſecurity efthe people, and thoſe who 
are truſted by the Law with ſuch debates, are not diveſted of 
that truſt upon agenerall charge of cor'uptions pretcnded to 
have centred by that way, and of being the perſons te te refor- 
med, and fo unfit to be Reformers. And certainly the Iike Lo= 
gicke withthe iike charges and pretences might be us'd to makg 
che parliament it ſelfe ano incap.ble Iadge of any Reformation 
cither in Church or State. 
| For thegenerall Expreſſions in thePotition againt Papifſts, in 
which the Petitioners may be underſto2d ro charge V's with Come 
plyance and favour evento their opinions, We have taken all occa- 
fon to publiſh ro the world Our praRice and Reſolution in the true 
Proteſtant Reforme 1 Religion, and we are verily perſwaded there 
2s no one SubjeR 1n either of Our Dominions, who at all knowes 
V's, and hath obſerved Ous L'f:, but84n his Soule ſatisfied of Our 
Zecale and unremcveable Aﬀection tothar Religion, and of Our 
rrue diflike of and hearty opofition to popery, And as we willingly 
6 niin:ed, atour being in Scotland, toall ARts propoſed to Vs, for 
the diſcountenancing and Reforming the Vapiſts in that our King- 
dome, ſo by Out Praclamationstor the prrting of all Lawes ſever- 
ally n cxccution againſt Reculants, and by not refuſing any one 


Bill 


Bill preſented to V's to that purpoſe in this Kingdome, and by Our 

all and publique profefſions of Readineſſe with the Advice 
of Our two Honſes of Parliament prepared for Vs in a deliberate 
and orderly way, to find ſome expedition to perfet ſo good a work, 
Or conceiv'd we had not left it poſſible for any man to believe Vs 
guilty of tolerating any part of the Romiſh Tyranny or Supe. ſtiti- 
on, or to ſuſpeR thatthe Couverfionof Our deareſt Confort, was 
not fo much Our delire, that the Acceſfion of as many Crovines, as 
God hath already beſtowed upon us, would bz more weleome ta 
us then that day : A. Bleffing which it is Our daily prayer tothe 
Almighty to beftow upon Vs. 

But We might well have cxpeAtcd from the Petitioners, who 
have intheir ſolemnc Nationall Covcnant literally ſworne fo 
much Care of the fafety of Our Perſon, and cannot but know 
in how much danger that hath bin and {till is by the power and 
threats of Rebellious Armes, that they would as well have re= 
membred the 23, of ORober, as the 5. of November, and as 
well have taken notice of the Army.raiſed and led againſt Vs by 
the Exrlc of Efſex, which bath aQtually aſſaulted and endeavau- 
red to murther Vs, which Wee know to abound in Brownilts, 


Anabaptilts, and other SeRarics, and in which Weo have reafon 
(by the mathe We have taken,and the Evidence they have gi- 
c 


ven) to belicye there are many more Papifts (and many of thoſe 
forraigacrs ) then in all Our Army, as bavcadviſed Vs to dif- 
band out of the Army of the Earle of New- caſtle, which is raiſed 
for Our defence, the papiſts in that Army, whoarc known tobe 
no ſuch numbec as to endanger their obtaining any power of 
building their Babel, and ſetting up their Idolatry, and whoſe 
Loyalty he hath reaſon tocommend)) though hee was never ſuſ- 
peRed for favouring their Religion) not before that of Prote- 
ſtants,burt of ſuch as rebel under that Title; And whole aſliltance 
is as dite to us by the Law of God, #nd Man, to reſcue Vs from 
domeſtique Rebellion, as todefend Vs from forraigne invaſion, 
which We thinke no man denics tobe lawfull for them to doe, 
But Wc docſolemnly declare and protcſt, That God fhall no 
ſooner free Vs from the deſperate and rebellious Armes takenup 
againſt Vs,but We hall endeavotic to free Our ſelves and King- 
dome fromany feare of danger from the other, by difarming 
them according to the Lawes of this Land, as We ſhall not faile 
to ſend Our Commigfioner tothe Aſſembly at the time appointed 
f--i» hy che Lacs of Scotland: 

| = To 


s Toconclude, We dcfire '3n1 require the Pet itioners-('as be- 
comes good and pions Preachers of the Goſpell) to uſe'their ut. 
moſt endeavours to compole any diſtra&ion'in opinions, or mit- 
underſtandings, which may by the Fation of fome turbul:nt | 
perſons, be raiſed in the mindes of Oar good Subjects of that * 
Our Kingdom, and to infuſe into rkem a truo ſence of 'Charity, * 
Obedience and Humiliiy, the great principles of Chtiftian Re- 
ligion ; Thatthey may not ſuffer thomſclycs to/bee tranſported 
with things they doc not underſtand, or think themſclves con- 
ccrned inthe Gevernmenn of another Kingdom, becauſe it is 
not according tothe cultomes of that in which they live; But 
that they diſpoſe themſelves with'modeſty and devotion to tho 
ſervice of Almighty God, with duty and affcFion to tue obedi. 
ehcc of Vs and Our Lawes (remombring the fingular Grace, Fa- 
your and Benignity We have alwaics expref{cd tothat Our Nas 
tive Kingdom) and with Brotherly and Chriſtian Charity one 
towards another; And We doubt not but God in his mercy to'Vs 
gnd them will make Vs Inſtruments of his Blesfings upon'each 
other, and both of Us a great meaſure of Happinefle and -Prof- 
perity to the whole Nation. | 
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